Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) e-flash
 
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in the Queensland Water Industry 
(Issue #123 – 14 June 2011)

1. Drinking Water Quality Management Plans Workshop Dates

2. Greentape Reduction Project

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       DWQMP Workshops for Small & Medium Potable Water Providers 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As advised in our eFlash #121 (3 June 2011), The Department of Environment and Resource Management will be holding a series of two day workshops for small and medium drinking water service providers.  These workshops are designed to assist with the development of your Drinking Water Quality Management Plan.  The workshops will provide information on the regulatory requirements and the Drinking Water Quality Management Plan Guidelines.

All CEOs of small and medium councils should have received a letter from DERM introducing this engagement program and announcing the first stages namely a “Snapshot Monitoring Program” and information sessions held at centres across the State. 

Given the critical importance of drinking water quality and the upcoming requirement to have proactive Drinking Water Quality Management Plans, it is important that all small and medium providers take advantage of this engagement program.
Workshop dates:

Toowoomba – Tuesday and Wednesday, 5 & 6 July  9.30 am – 4 pm 

Comfort Inn Grammar View, 39 Margaret Street, Toowoomba 

Mt Isa - Tuesday and Wednesday, 12 & 13 July  9.30 am – 4 pm

All Seasons Verona Hotel, 85 Camooweal Street, Mount Isa 

Brisbane – Thursday and Friday, 14 & 15 July 9.30 am – 4 pm

Cliftons, 288 Edward Street, Brisbane 

Cairns - Tuesday and Wednesday, 2 & 3 August  9.30 am – 4 pm

Hilton Cairns Hotel, 34 Esplanade, Cairns 

The workshop flyer is available at www.qldwater.com.au/under Main Menu/Projects and Training. 

Please RSVP to Helen Dawson, Regulatory Support Officer, DERM – helen.dawson@derm.qld.gov.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Greentape Reduction Project
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Department of Environment and Resource Management currently have a program to reduce the administrative impact of regulation under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 while not compromising environmental protection. The reasoning behind the initiative is that the legislation has grown increasingly complex since it was introduced, and activities with low risk to the environment are often regulated with the same stringency as those with high risk. There are four initiatives within the program.

Initiative one seeks to match regulatory costs to the level of environmental risk by developing four ‘assessment tracks’ with increasing levels of administrative process. The second initiative will create an ‘operational licence’ which attaches operating conditions to the operator rather than to the land use permit allowing for transfer of licenses and multiple activities and multiple sites. Initiative three seeks to streamline mining approvals and the fourth to streamline information requirements by providing guidance and information and introducing third party certification and compliance processes.

Consultation is continuing throughout June in regional locations.  More information on the project including consultation dates and factsheet is available on www.qldwater.com.au/under Main Menu/Water Issues.
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